
Congratulations!  You have read a beautiful book with a very powerful message.  Your task now is to complete 
the following project. 

You will choose from one of the topics on the other side of this paper.  With that topic, you will write two research 
papers (each one 1½ to 2 pages) and make a podcast in which you summarize your findings and give your own 
opinion on the matter. 

Paper Requirements:  You will write two 1½ to 2 page research papers. 

! Each paper will detail one side of the issue you have chosen.  Use the following to start – you might have 
questions or ideas that arise as a result of your research – follow them! 
o Explain who is on that side. 
o Explain what their beliefs are. 
o Explain why they believe that. 
o Explain what the ramifications/effects of their beliefs. 

! Each paper will have a short introduction, body paragraph(s), and conclusion. 
! Each paper will be turned in to turnitin.com – separately.  The rubric will be available on turnitin.com. 
! Each paper will have at least 4 sources. 

o At least 2 of those sources must come from the AVL 
o Other sources may come from elsewhere on the internet; however, some are off limits: 

! Wikipedia 
! Any site that appears to be a student project 

o I recommend using newspapers, journals, scholarly magazines – many of these you can find on the AVL.  I 
will show you some in class. 

o If in doubt, show it to me for approval. 
! Proper MLA format 

o Running Header 
o MLA Heading 
o Double-spaced 
o Works Cited – Consult your MLA handbook or the handout on my website about citing websites. 

Podcast Requirements: You will do a 2-3 minute podcast over your topic. 

! Summarize each paper you wrote. 
! Explain your opinion on the matter, backing it up with details from your research. 
! This podcast should be of you – you are on screen and talking. 
! Yes – these will be available for people to view.  I will put them on my website. 

Due Dates 

! Paper 1 – 16 April __ via turnitin.com 
! Paper 2 – 23 April __ via turnitin.com 
! Podcast – 30 April __ by 9pm via email: kmoore@montgomerycatholic.org 
! Late submissions: 10 points will be deducted per day on each section. 

Grading 

! Papers – each one will be a separate Writing grade – rubrics available on turnitin.com 
! Podcast – will be a Project grade – rubric will be uploaded to my website under Novel – Cry page 
! Meeting deadlines (on opposite page) – Project grade (where indicated) 

 



Topics 

You will choose from one of these, or you can patch together your own topic – just see me for approval. 

1. Apartheid – This is a huge topic, I know.  Look for a specific aspect or a few aspects – the rules regarding it, 
the creation of the law, the effects on whites and blacks in South Africa because of it, the dissolution of it, the 
effects of its dissolution on whites and blacks in South Africa – or anything else you want to explore 
regarding it 

2. The Churches’ responses to the issues of racial inequality before or during Apartheid – look at a few 
mainstream denominations. 

3. What jobs were available to natives?  You could explore work in the factories, work in the mines, or work in 
houses – look at it from the employers’ perspectives and the employees’ perspectives, look at it from the 
debate about conditions, etc. 

4. Research Sir Ernest Oppenheimer or Professor R. F. Alfred Hoernle – they were champions of justice in 
South Africa.  See what they believed, wrote about, fought for, and how others opposed them.  You could do 
one man or both – it all depends on what you can find.  What did each one achieve for South Africa? 

5. Research Nelson Mandela – what did he stand for and how was he opposed?  What led to his jailing?  What 
led to his release? 

6. In Cry the Beloved Country, Arthur Jarvis writes, "It was permissible to allow the destruction of a tribal 
system that impeded the growth of the country. It was permissible to believe that its destruction was 
inevitable. But it is not permissible to watch its destruction, and to replace it with nothing, or by so little, that 
a whole people deteriorates, physically and morally” (Paton 179).  Research the tribal system of native South 
Africans.  Show pros and cons, or show what is was before colonization and after, or what you choose.  You 
can discuss pros and cons in your podcast~ 

7. Investigate the creation of the Union of South Africa in 1910.  Pick a major disagreement between the 
Afrikaners (those of Dutch descent) and those of British descent.  Explore both sides in your two papers, and 
then explain the ultimate decision on it and discuss its ramifications in your podcast. 

8. What else can you think of?  What in this novel has made you want to learn more?  There may be an issue or 
subject to which two sides cannot readily be seen, but we can make it work – please ask if you have an idea to 
pursue or a desire to know more about a certain aspect of this novel.  I want you to find something that will 
make you want to keep digging… 

Deadlines 

1 April – 2-3 sentences explaining the topic you have chosen.  This can be typed or written, but it must be turned in 
on a paper copy.  Email submissions will be evaluated, but you will not be given credit for the submission. 10 pt 
project grade for submission 

16 April – 1st paper submitted to turnitin.com (by 11:59pm); 5 pt project grade for printed submission receipt 

23 April – 2nd paper submitted to turnitin.com (by 11:59pm); 5 pt project grade for printed submission receipt 

30 April – Podcast emailed to me by 9pm: kmoore@montgomerycatholic.org 

For papers and podcast – 10 points will be taken off per day it is late. I encourage you to save your papers not only 
on your computers but also in Google Drive or a Dropbox folder so that if, by some horrible circumstance, your 
computer blows up or gets a really bad sinus infection or something, you can still access your paper.  Computer 
problems will NOT mitigate any late penalties. 

Places to Look on the AVL 

Newspaper Source; Opposing Viewpoints; Points of View Reference Center; EBSCOHost; Britannica Academic 
Edition; you can use more, but these are great places to start!  Literature Resources probably won’t help you, so don’t 
waste time looking there… 


